
Beloved in the Lord Your Graces the archpastors, all-honourable presbyters and deacons, 

God-loving monks and nuns, dear brothers and sisters! 

 

Today our churches are filled with people who have come to glorify the newly-born Divine 

Infant Jesus Christ and his Most Pure Mother the Virgin Mary. 

The Nativity of Christ is the central event in all human history. The human person has always 

sought out God, yet God has revealed himself to humanity in his fullness only in the incarnation 

of his Only-begotten Son. With the coming of the Son of God and the Son of Man the world has 

discovered that God is Love and not merely a Higher Power, that God is Mercy and not merely 

the Dispenser of justice, that God is the source of life and joy and not only a dread Judge, that 

God is the Holy Trinity, the inner law of which is also love, and far from the solitary Master of 

the world. 

And today we celebrate an event which at its root has changed the entire course of human 

history. God enters the very depths of human life, he becomes one of us, he takes upon himself 

the weight of our sins, human infirmities and weaknesses - he brings them to Golgotha in order 

to free people from this unbearable burden. God henceforth is no longer to be found somewhere 

in the unattainable heavens, but is here, with us, among us. Each time that the Divine Liturgy is 

celebrated we hear the words 'Christ is among us!' and the reply 'He is, and shall be!' This is 

clear testimony to the presence of the Incarnate God - Christ the Saviour - among his faithful. In 

partaking regularly of his holy Body and Blood, in striving to fulfill his commandments, we 

enter into a real communion with him, with our Saviour, and we receive forgiveness for our sins. 

Believers in Christ and his faithful disciples are called upon to be witnesses to the Kingdom of 

God which has been revealed in his earthly life. A great honour has been bestowed upon us - to 

act in this world as our Teacher and God acted, through the power of Christ to be steadfast in 

resisting sin and evil, never to weaken in the assiduous accomplishment of good deeds, never to 

be despondent in our daily endeavour to transform our sinful nature into a new person of grace. 

Christ the Saviour has set an unshakeable, absolute criterion for a genuine relationship with God: 

it is our neighbour. In taking upon ourselves others' infirmities, in sharing pain and affliction, in 

being compassionate to the unfortunate and downcast, we fulfil the law of Christ (Gal 6:2) and 

are likened to the Saviour who has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases (Is 53:4). 

And it is impossible on this joyous and light-bearing day of Christ's Nativity, when all of 

creation bows down in amazement before the manger of the Divine Infant, to forget about others. 

The great grace which we today receive in our churches is to be poured out abundantly also upon 

those who are beyond the confines of the Church and who live after the rudiments of the world, 

and not after Christ (Col 2:8). Yet if we do not encounter Christ together, then this Good News 

may not reach these people; if we do not open up our hearts so that we may share the joy that has 

filled us, then this joy may never touch those who do not have it but who are ready to receive it. 

The incarnation of the Son of God has elevated human nature to an unsurpassed height. Each one 

of us is not only created 'according to the image and likeness of God' but also through Christ has 

been adopted by God: we are no more 'strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the 



saints, and of the household of God' (Eph 2:19). This proximity and boldness towards God is 

spoken of in the Lord's Prayer in which we turn to God as Creator and our heavenly Father. 

All human life is precious, for it has been purchased by the Incarnation, Life, Death and 

Resurrection of the Only-begotten Son of God. All of this compels us to relate with special 

reverence and attention to every person, no matter how different he or she may be from us. 

According to Metropolitan Philaret (Drozdov), 'love is the living and active participation in 

another person's well being. ‘It is to this active love that I would like to call all of us during these 

joyous days of the Nativity: to be, as St. Paul says, 'love one another in mutual affection; outdo 

one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord' (Rom 

12:10-11; Heb 13:16). 

I offer you my heartfelt congratulations on the great feast of the Nativity of Christ. May the God 

of peace and love (2 Cor 13:11) grant to our people and each one of us peace and prosperity in 

the New Year. 
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